Yersinia enterocolitica is significantly important in food hygiene,because the organism is a foodborne pathogen capable of multiplying at refrigeration temperatures (Hanna et al., 1977) . This organism comprises many different pathogenic and non-pathogenic serovars (Bottone, 1999) , and is highly heterogeneous and has been divided into more than 70 serovars, only a few of which are associated with human enteritis (Bottone,1999; Kapperud, 2002) .The pathogenic serovars show appreciable geographic differences in distribution. Serovar 03 is the dominant pathogen in most parts of the world, followed by 09, 05,27 and 08. The conventional method often applied for the detection of Y. enterocolitica in foods or food-related samples includes cold-enrichment, followed by selective enrichment and biochemical confirmation, and the entire method may take up to 3-4 wk. On the other hand, the combination of immunomagnetic separation (IMS) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) has been used to detect rapidly, specifically and sensitively enteropathogenic bacteria such as Listeria monocytogenes, Salmonella spp.,Y. enterocolitica, Escherichia coli 0157 from naturally and artificially contaminated foods, water and fecal samples (Fluit et al., 1993a,b; Hornes et al., 1991; Kappperud et al., 1993; Rasmussen et al., 1995; Ueda et al., 2000 Ueda et al., , 2001 Ueda et al., , 2003 and food products of porcine origin are the major sources for human infection with these serovars. Also, serovar 08 has been often isolated from pork, bean sprouts, tofu, milk products and many other materials (Hayashidani et al., 1995; Tsai et al., 1991) . However, the bacteria are rarely isolated from meat and other foods at the retail stage or food samples involved in outbreaks of yersinosis (Thisted-Lambertz et al., 2000) . Monitoring for pathogenic Y. enterocolitica serovars should be done rapidly, sensitively and specifically for the prevention of yersiniosis:In the respect, the combination of IMS-plating and PCR was shown to be effective for the detection and isolation of a single pathogenic Y. enterocolitica serovar from foods or biological materials (Ueda et al., 2003) . Furthermore, it is desirable to detect and isolate simultaneously several pathogenic serovars including 03, 05,27, 08 and 09, because pathogenic and non-pathogenic serovars of Y. enterocolitica and other Yersinia spp. may live together in food and biological materials. It was found the equivalent mixture of immunomagnetic beads prepared separately for 03, 05,27, 08 and 09 captured successfully these 4 serovars of Y. enterocolitica from the bacterial suspensions and food and fecal suspensions. Thus, it was shown that the combination method of IMS 
